














"I may not agree all the time with Dr. Horton, but I think he has this right. Faith in Jesus, which 

is a gift of grace to us from our God through the Holy Spirit, produces our salvation and 

produces whatever good things we accomplish or struggle to accomplish or are in the process 

of accomplishing. That means your salvation does not come from your personal choice to 

believe combined with all the things you do or suffer or are trying to do. Amen and thank God 

for that." 

That applied in 2021, 2022, and 2023. I will apply in 2024 and beyond. It applies when we are 

150 years old, when we turn 155, and, God-willing, when we turn 160. 

Still, that demonic inner voice is telling me that I did not do "enough" in 2023. And, that is 

brutal because by the end of the year, I was feeling the weight of the pastoral office. 

And, I am afraid. 

Recently, one of my teachers shared this "pastoral grenade" on the Vibrant Faith website: 

So, something to think about: In Eugene Peterson's prophetic little "field manual" for pastors, Working the Angles, 

he lobs this grenade: 

''American pastors are abandoning their posts, left and right, and at an alarming rate. They 

are not leaving their churches and getting other jobs. Congregations still pay their salaries. 

Their names remain on the church stationery and they continue to appear in pulpits on 

Sundays. But they are abandoning their posts, their calling. They have gone whoring after 

other gods. What they do with their time under the guise of pastoral ministry hasn't the 

remotest connection with what the church's pastors have done for most of twenty 

centuries ... The pastors of America have metamorphosed into a company of shopkeepers, 

and the shops they keep are churches. They are preoccupied with shopkeeper's concerns 

["reaching a younger audience" and "declining volunteering" and "declining attendance," for 

examp!e]-how to keep the customers happy, how to lure customers away from competitors 

down the street, how to package the goods so that the customers will lay out more money. .. 

[But instead] the pastor's responsibility is to keep the community attentive to God. ft is this 

responsibility that is being abandoned in spades." 

I am afraid that this grenade is true about me. I am afraid that I am not worthy. I am afraid 

that I cannot even carry Christ's light yoke. 

My judgments and feelings, none of that is true, of course. In 2023 I witnessed the Holy 

Spirit intervene in my life directly for its betterment. No joke. Yes, the Holy Spirit works 
through believers and unbelievers alike, but I felt God's direct care and blessing in that 

intervention. The truth is that even your pastor needs to listen less to that inner voice of 

judgment and damnation and instead listen to the voice of Jesus who says that I am 

enough and saves whether or not I feel like am doing enough. 
























































