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A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. Psalm 15:1 (NRSVUE)

Hello You,

This is Barb Kalan’s favorite verse.

Barb is sick and being visited daily by hospice.
Knowing her, she wouldn’t like me making a
big deal of that. When | saw her on Sunday,
she said to me, “Miracles of miracles!” When |
visited her on Wednesday, she didn’t wake up
to tease me. '

| am here knowing that the Holy Spirit is
pushing me to speak a word. | am to speak a
word on the execution that happened on
Williamson Street yesterday. | am to speak a
word to you who are horrified and are sure
this was evil. | am to speak a word to you who
are sure it was justified. | am to speak a word
to you who don’t know or don’t care what
happened.

But what word? This word:

A soft answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.

Thank you, Barb. Thank you, Holy Spirit.
Thank you, Microsoft Copilot Al (though I
didn’t ask for your help).

OK. Advice heard, my Lord. Amen.

Here are the facts as | understand them at
this moment. | read reporting from four
outlets, skimmed the police chief’s press
conference, and watched four or five

recordings of the end of the incident. | do not
know the names of the officers involved.

Community members called the police
because a person fitting the description of
Cory Ruiz was checking car doors to see if
they were locked. Certainly suspicious. When
officers of the Madison police approached
Mr. Ruiz, he fled. When they caught him, he
produced a knife. While four officers
attempted to restrain him, Mr. Ruiz actively
resisted, and one of the officers was stabbed
or cut.

As three officers attempted to restrain Mr.
Ruiz, the fourth approached yelling “Taser!
Taser! Taser!” and deployed her taser. The
taser did its job, and Mr. Ruiz hit the ground.

After Mr. Ruiz fell on the street, one of the
other officers stood up and shot Mr. Ruiz in
the head three times. Mr. Ruiz appeared to
be already restrained and insensate.

Those are the facts | have.

It seems like Mr. Ruiz had done more than his
fair share of sinning. That does not justify his
death yesterday.

He certainly was actively resisting arrest. He
had a weapon. And yet, the peace officers did
not use deadly force until after he stopped
being a threat.




So, I am angry, and | have a lot of harsh words
waiting to whoosh out of my throat. James
warns us that “The tongue is a fire...and is
itself set on fire by hell” (3:6), and my tongue
is ready to be no different.

And, then there is the Holy Spirit reminding
me of Barb’s wisdom -

A soft answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.
*Ek%
You know, Jesus acted like Mr. Ruiz once. It
wasn’t the same thing, but it was just as
unruly and unpeaceful.

In all four Gospels, Jesus flips tables and
drives people out of the temple who were
just going about their business. In John, He
even makes a weapon to hit the merchants
with. Assault and vandalism!

Based on our standards today, we would
expect our police to stop Him. We would
expect them to arrest Him. If He came at the
police with the weapon, we would expect
them to defend themselves. We would not
expect them to execute Him. We would not
expect them to kill Him after they restrained
him.

Now, Mr. Ruiz is no Christ. But | do not need
to defend Mr. Ruiz’s behaviors to defend his
humanity.

]
| went down to Willy Street last night. | put on
my cleric’s collar, picked up Masha, and drove
down the corner of Willy and Baldwin.

Masha and | made a plan: thirty minutes and
then check in; go to Culver's after for $2
waffle cones because we’ll want to eat our
feelings; if we get separated, meet at a
friend’s house on Spaight; and, if there is
violence of any kind, we leave immediately. |
think the last one was for me. | would protect
folks if something popped off.

-~ .. e

We stayed together, did our 30 minutes, and
ate our custard. No violence. | did a Facebook
Live of some of the speeches and took a
photo of the candle memorial on top of
where Mr. Ruiz was executed.

Some things were said during the recording
that I could not endorse. The tongue is a fire,
after all. But do not condemn those words
until you understand why folks are hurt and

angry.

The Marquette Neighborhood in Madison is
hurting. Masha and | only showed up for 30
minutes. Other folks stayed all night. | think
that corner is still shut down as [ write. There
is tragedy when one woman shouted: “I don’t
think | have ever felt safe around the police.”
There is hope peaking through fear when the
crowd chanted “WE keep us safe. WE keep us
safe.” There is a constructive and just
demand when the protesters sang “ALL
power to the people” and called for a
transparent investigation.

[ left a comment on my Facebook post of the
recording that said this:

“If you do not understand why folks are
angry, then please talk with me. If you don’t
understand why folks are saying what they
are saying here, then please talk to me. If you
don’t understand why this was an execution,
then please come talk with me.”

Why? Because

A soft answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.

And, as a Jesus-person, | am meant to
somehow bring both the hard law of justice
and the grace of the gospel-promise into this
tragedy. If you are a Jesus-person, then you
are meant to do the same.




Blessedly, some folks who see this situation
differently than me have reached out to 1) tell
me they love me, 2) affirm that they know |
love them, and 3) seek to understand. One is
even connected to the investigation into this.

Sadly, some folks have taken the opportunity
to flame each other.

Even more disappointing to me is that some
folks have ignored my invitation to dialogue
and instead posted things like:

“When the police want to talk, I’'m not sure
pulling a knife is the best means of
communication.”

or

“He was human f&$"ing excrement and the
world is better off without him in every single
way.”

or

“Sometimes a violent life leads to a violent
death.”

Sure, | would not advise anyone to use a knife
as a communication tool or break into cars. In
America, it is legal to resist arrest passively,
but illegal to actively resist. | hope | taught my
kiddos (who are not kiddos anymore) these
things.

| remember giving a sermon where the
illustration was a person who bothered a
bison in a national park and got attacked.
“Mess around and find out”, | said. But that
was descriptive of the world. That was the
law.

We Lutherans know that the law does not
save. How the world works does not save.
Grace saves. The gospel-promise of Christ
saves. And there is no law in the gospel. Only
love.

Just because we can describe why Mr. Ruiz is
not alive does not mean he should (morally,
ethically, gospely, justice-ly) have been killed.
Just because his behaviors put him and the
police in danger does not mean he should
have been executed. A description does not
equal a commandment.

That sheep of Christ’s fold, that sinner of
Jesus’ flock, should be alive.

If you see this differently, please remember 1)
I love you and 2) | would love to talk with you
to understand.

Peace, +Sterling
July 23,2026




Paalm 118:14  The ‘Cord iy nuy stenglivand nuy shield.

Please remember in your prayers... Bruno & Barb Kalan, Barb Johnson, Jon Kutzke, John Primrose,
Nancy Delfosse, Chris Henthorne, and his parents, Jerry and JoAnn, Judy Buchanan, Ken Schmidt, Craig
Lorimer (brother-in-law of Ellen & Mike Keller and Darryl & Sherri Knuteson), Sharon Zeimet, Joanna Hall
(daughter of Mary Dibble).

DLC Book Club 2026

Discussing + Listening + Contemplating
Join us for fellowship, fun, and fine conversation!

After a summer break, the DLC Book Club will meet on Monday, September 215t
at 2:30 pm to discuss:

The Book Club for Troublesome Women by Marie Bostwick.

By early 1960s standards, Margaret Ryan, Viv Buschetti, and Bitsy Cobb, suburban housewives in a
brand-new "planned community" in Northern Virginia, appear to have it all. The fact that "all" doesn't
feel like enough leaves them feeling confused and guilty, certain the fault must lie with them. Things
begin to change when they form a book club with Charlotte Gustafson--the eccentric and artsy "new
neighbor" from Manhattan--and read Betty Friedan's just-released book, The Feminine Mystique.
Controversial and groundbreaking, the book struck a chord with an entire generation of women,
helping them realize that they weren't alone in their dissatisfactions, or their longings, lifting their eyes
to new horizons of possibility and achievement. Margaret, Charlotte, Bitsy, and Viv are among them.
But is it really the book that alters the lives of these four very different women? Or is it the bond of
sisterhood that helps them find courage to confront the past, navigate turmoil in a rapidly changing
world, and see themselves in a new and limitless light?

Little Free Library News
The Little Free Library, located near one of the driveways to the church, has been lovingly cared for
by several members since its installation several years ago. The Christian Education Committee has
agreed to be the new caretakers and has taken the steps to register the charter to become part of the
Little Free Library Book-Sharing Network. This is exciting as it makes us part of a network of 200,000
LFLs in all 50 states and 128 countries. The love of sharing books reaches far and wide!

Stay tuned for updates!

Pastor’s Vacation: Pastor Sterling will be on vacation from August 10th to August 17th. Thank You!




Sunday School : Fall News

Can you believe we are planning for fall already? It is only the middle of July!

By the time you get this newsletter, we will be in full swing of Community VBS, thanks to all the volunteers
and students who registered!

Sunday School this year will start a bit later in September, but we will have some church activities for the
kids/students before then. The congregational rally and potluck picnic will be held on Sept 13.

Watch for the Blessing of the Pets, which will include Blessing the Backpacks at the last outdoor service on
Sept 20. Kids, bring your pets and school backpacks!!

The first session of Sunday School will be on Sept 27 with singing at 10:15. On October 4, we will present 3rd
grade Bibles, and Pastor Sterling will have First Communion training for any students 3rd grade and above,
with First Communion scheduled for October 15.

We are always looking for teachers and helpers for Sunday School. We are also looking for a Sunday School
Superintendent - someone to help with planning the curriculum and schedule.

Interested?? Contact: Sheila Gempeler, sdgemp1949@gmail.com or call 608-712-2771.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
HIDDEN VALLEY RANCH PRETZELS
1 (160z) pkg. Pretzels 1 tsp. Garlic powder
1 oz. Pkt. Hidden Valley 1 tsp. Parmesan cheese
seasoning % ¢. vegetable oil
1 tsp. Dill weed

Place pretzels in a gallon-size freezer bag. Mix ranch seasoning, dill weed, garlic powder, Parmesan cheese, and
vegetable oil in a microwave-safe bowl ( or measuring cup ) and stir. Heat in microwave for 1 minute and pour
over pretzels in bag. Shake well and keep turning the plastic bag until all liquid is absorbed in the pretzels.

Enjoy!

Samantha Rake pg.14
Additional copies of Dekorra’s Heavenly Delight cookbook are available.
Contact Peggy Benson

Hospitality Committee July Meeting
Present: Ruth Kohimeyer, Joen Bilse, Jill Emmons, Mary Thompson
e Reviewed announcement regarding OWLS and decided to publish it starting in August.

e Checked visitor bags and Nursery
e Prepared for new member orientation on July 26 after the service.
e Explored ways to reach out to non-members. '

e Communion was taken to 6 people.

OWLS Friday, Oct. 16

“Older Wiser Lutheran Seniors” are invited to a gathering on Friday, October 16% at 12:00 noon.

As in the past, this will be a potluck affair.

5t After enjoying a delicious meal, time to talk and socialize; we will have the opportunity to watch
e & non-political movie called “I Am Israel”. The award-winning 2017 short film profiles six

Jewish men and women living in various geographic regions of Israel. It will explore their lives, faith, and

connection to the land.

It is the goal of OWLS, as we start a new year, to just enjoy spending time together. There will not be a set

program each month; maybe a game of cards or bingo will entertain us. After all, it is a proven fact that

socializing keeps you young at heart. Hope to see you then.

The Hospitality Committee




July 2, 2026

Minutes 7-2-2026
Attendance: Julie Clark, Ellen Woodward, Ardyce Piehl, Ruth Kohlmeyer, Sheila Gempeler

The next scheduled Christian Education meeting will be Aug 6, at 9 AM.

All Committee quarterly meeting

At the Quarterly Meeting on June 23, we reviewed activities and worship services
for August, Sept, and Oct. Highlights: The July outdoor service will be held at the
Fairgrounds on July 12.

Sept 13: Rally Day with congregational potluck picnic. Sept 16: Weds night
Worship and Confirmation begins. Sept 20: Last outdoor worship, Blessing of the
Pets and blessing the backpacks. Sept. 27: Hymn sing, and Sunday School starts.

Oct. 4: 3vd grade Bibles and 1st Communion training. Oct 11: First Communion.
The next quarterly committee meeting will be held Oct 6.

DLC Book Club/Library.

> All meetings are held at 1 PM on the 34 Monday of the month. (Note: change from
previous Wednesday meetings.)

> Selections for 2026,

o September 21, Book Club for Troublesome Women,

o October 19, Songs of the Humpback Whale, November 16, Anxious People,
December 21, Last Christmas in Paris. Thanks to Ardyce for her work on
gathering book summaries for us to choose from.

» Discussion on holding a summer outing as we have done in the past. We set a date for
September 23 to visit the Wisconsin Dells Library, possibly the Baraboo bookstore,
and have lunch nearby.

Sunday School

> Sheila and Zoe are looking at a new curriculum for fall. BE BOLD for 4th and 5th grade
from GROUP.com

» Sunday school will support a vulnerable child in the Caribbean through the Food for
the Poor organization. This requires a $34 monthly commitment. We have been
provided with a student, Sylvia, age 15, to sponsor. We are in the process of writing
a letter.

> Need to begin to recruit for Sunday School this fall, which will begin Sept 27t.

Youth and family
» Amanda Szelc and Meghan Sohns have offered to lead the youth as they raise funds
for the Minneapolis gathering in July of 2027. They currently have about 9 students
and 4 adults interested. They need $5,850 in Sept for pre-registration.




July 2, 2026

> They have applied for a $250 scholarship for an attendee. Piggly Wiggly will do a
“round up” to help finance the trip.

» With 6 churches in attendance, we will continue with the same VBS format as last
year. VBS was gifted with funds from the Social Ministry butterfly fundraiser, so we
can purchase a digital VBS - [llumination Station, with the main theme of Jesus is
the light of the World. Children and adults will be encouraged to sign up using the
online registration, which is in place, and as of this meeting, there are half of the
registrations that we had last year, but we have until the 28th,

VBS will be held the week of August 3t for 4 days.

Merry Seng is working on music and puppet shows.

Mindy is handling registration with help from Sheila Vanlankvelt.

We have 8 teachers (2 per classroom). Ellen W and Mindy M will head up crafts.

YV V VY

Adult Education
» Women’s Retreat
» Begin discussion - possible dates, topic, etc.
o We are proposing that the date be in April 2027 after Easter.
o We are looking at many “Wellness” topics - grief, joy, Yoga, Reiki, healthy
eating/living, etc.

> Pastor Sterling attended one of our meetings to lead us in an assessment of our
committee responsibilities. We identified 4 of the activities of our committee, described
along with activity essentials (what we must know or do to participate in the activity).
We then identified what spiritual formation a person might experience, and what
feedback loops might be identified.

o Going forward, how might we respond to the Holy Spirit’s call among our
neighbors? How might we encourage our community/neighbors to invest in
us?

=  We discussed the little free library. Ardyce will work on getting it
registered. She has received a small sign that will be added. We will
look at updating the look of the little library, making it more visible,
and adding books and communicating that it is available to children
and adults in the community.

= Qur challenge for 2026 is to identify an experiment for the 3rd or 4th
quarter to identify ways our committee might invest in the
community. Between VBS, the little library, and our future Women’s
Retreat, we believe we are meeting this challenge.




Dekorra Lutheran Church - Poynette WI
Summary of Cash Activity for 07/01/2026 thru 07/31/2026

Friday, July 24, 2026 Page1of1
Asset Account: 100.001 - Gen checking - Bank First
Cash Balance as of 07/01/2026(at the beginning of the day) $15,016.18
Add Transactions From:
Income $0.00
Donations $8,738.57
Transfers (debit) $1,056.24
Journal Entries (debit) $0.00
AR Collections (debit) $0.00
Total Additions $9,794.81
Subtract Transactions From:
Payments $6,563.81
Payroll $6,042.93
Transfers (credit) $722.40
Journal Entries (credit) $0.00
Total Subtractions $13,329.14
Cash Balance as of 07/31/2026(at the end of the day) $11,481.85
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- Ruth Kohlmeyer

Torin Hanson

Scott Streber
Randy Reuter
Karen Millard
Janet Glimme
Bobbi Hahn

Jason Cartwright
Amie Neumaier
Summer Rake
Sawyer Woodward
Dick Johnston
Ken Erdahl

Cheryl Pendleton
Allison Raedel
Dennis Kohlmeyer
Jameson Neumaier
Peyton Ferguson
Sophie Heid
Evelynn Ayers
Rose Ehlen
Kristine Crary
Karen Bender
Janet Hungerford
Larry Gempeler
Jonathan Kutzke
Ernie Koepp
Angela Strander
Hannah Hofstetter
Sheila Gempeler

08/01
08/01
08/02
08/02
08/04
08/05
08/05
08/06
08/07
08/11
08/12
08/15
08/17
08/18
08/19
08/20
08/21
08/21
08/22
08/22
08/23
08/26
08/26
08/28
08/29
08/30
08/30
08/31
08/31
08/31
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